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The objective of the HIRS Pathfinder radiance project is to provide What's new in Version 27

the climate community a set of radiance data suitable for use in
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of leap years. N » constant through period. 2 203/ 1

- version 2 has relatively few cold values . Intersatellite bias for channel 4,8 and
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043 Differences over the Andes show that
o043 Version 2 includes observations over
most high terrain.

3. Calculate the clear-sky observations using ISCCP-type approach (Jackson and Bates, 2000).
4. Perform cloud height retrievals using the CO, slicing method (Wylie and Menzel, 1999).

5. Archive all-sky data, clear-sky data, and cloud products at HIRS FOV.

6. Generate grid products from the archived swath data.

5. 25% more clear-sky observations for version 2.

1. Standard deviation of channel 8
shows spikes in December of leap
years for version 1 caused by error
10 in cloud detection.

6. Retrieval of cloud parameters and archival of all- 105
sky observations included in version 2. 155
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ORBIT STATISTICS

7. Time series extended 2 years to end of December T NOAA=12 Chonnel 04

Orbit statistics are derived by computing the moments of the all-sky HIRS data for each orbit,
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4. Orbit statistics provide an excellent source of quality control for these data. Wylie, D.P, D.L. Jackson, and J.J. Bates, 2003: Trends in high clouds over last 20 years. Proc. 12th Conference of
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